STAV   IN   BRITAIN                                                                                                   9

now." c<Rudra is the presiding deity (Adhisktona Devata) of
economics, the Third in the Hindu Trinity." (His Trial
Statements)

Gopalakrishna also went through a course of physiology
and medicine, in which also he received a diploma. But that
branch of knowledge too was of little attraction to his maturer
mind, and it is noteworthy that, wherever possible, he rejected
the claims for superiority of the. Allopathic systems over the
purely Indian system of Ayurveda. And, as we shall see later
on, though he was gladly an inpatient in a British hospital in
1915, ten years later, he would not so much as even enter an
Allopathic hospital in India for the treatment of his fell disease,
to which he succumbed in the end.

But if his studies at college were not of much consequence,
his stay in Britian was of significance in several respects. That
he got his degree, in the end, was perhaps nothing, after all.
But what is more important, here he became acquainted with
the great life of the Western peoples, here he met his friend,
Miss Christel Semisch, of Berlin, whose affiance, time, space and
even death have not been able to efface; and here: he met his
Guru, Dr. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy.

Writing in June 1915 to a friend, he said: " The Dean
of the Faculty of Arts has refused to admit me to the examination
on the ground of the Public Law not being completed...This
circumstance, I thought, was the culmination of a series of mishaps
and misfortunes which my follies and inexperiences have succes-
sively precipitated during the not very enviable sojourn of mine
in this country. But one thing I assure myself. I have deter-
mined to persist, and, surely, I can't do otherwise...Disappoint-
ments, humiliations arid even disgraces, whose prospective occur-
rence is deeply concerned in the course of one's own actions
according to the normal valuation in normal conditions of life,
are now to be entirely ignored in my case, in view of die
exclusive character of my ideals and aspirations contrary to the
general run5 in view also of my especial peculiarities in my
incapacities and capacities alike,.., differentiating them from
those observable ordinarily in men." " Even at the risk of
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